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addressed to me alone and for which I am wholly
responsible, I have had no invitation from the
Senate to state the position which I have felt con-
strained to assume." Further on he clinched this
admission of full responsibility by declaring that
"the letter of the Attorney-General in response to
the resolution of the Senate . . . was written at
my suggestion and by my direction."

This statement made clear in the sight of the
nation that the true issue was between the Presi-
dent and the Senate. The strength of the Senate's
position lay in its claim to the right of access to the
records of public offices "created by laws enacted
by themselves." The counterstroke of the Presi-
dent was one of the most effective passages of his
message in its effect upon public opinion. "I do
not suppose," he said, "that the public offices of
the United States are regulated or controlled in
their relations to either House of Congress by the
fact that they were 'created by laws enacted by
themselves.' It must be that these instrumen-
talities were enacted for the benefit of the people
and to answer the general purposes of government
under the Constitution and the laws, and that
they are unencumbered by any lien in favor of
either branch of Congress growing out of their